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The achievements of community leaders 
were pulled from the shadows and into the 
spotlight Monday night during the Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual meeting at McMinnville 
Civic Center.

Four people were honored with Chamber 
awards, including Sheriff Jackie Matheny who 
was bestowed the Distinguished Citizen Award. 
The recognition came as a shock to Matheny, 
who was made to believe he was attending the 
banquet to present an award to a close friend. 

“He has that cane so that probably gives him 
about a 10-foot reach,” said David Britton in 
surprising Matheny with the Distinguished 
Citizen Award. “I’m going to stay that far away 
from him.”

Because of recent hip surgery, Matheny was 
given a seat in front of the stage so he wouldn’t 
have to climb the stage stairs. It was while 
Matheny was sitting in front of the audience 

Britton revealed the award was actually for him.
A stunned Matheny was emotional in accept-

ing the honor.
“He really did think he was there to give a 

speech for one of his close friends,” said Jackie’s 
wife, Katie. “He’s just a week and a half out of 
hip surgery and he kept trying to back out, say-
ing he didn’t feel good enough to go to the 
banquet. We kept telling him you won’t have to 
talk more than two minutes and you can leave 
right after you’re done, so that’s what finally got 
him there.”

In presenting the award, Britton touched on 
several of Matheny’s accomplishments. He 
served in the Air Force from 1977-79 and first 
joined McMinnville Police Department in June 
1986. He coached youth sport teams for years 
before becoming the first football coach at 
Warren County Middle School. 

In 1993, Matheny began preaching and he 
was elected sheriff in 1994. He’s won every sher-
iff’s election since. On top of all his many accom-
plishments, Matheny has been named Mr. 
Warren County in the Best of the Best section 
published by the Southern Standard.

In other Chamber awards, Todd Herzog was 
given the Free Enterprise Award, Vernon Keith 
and Randy Griffith were given the Edwin Partin 
Retailer of the Year Award, and Kate Alsbrook 
was given Volunteer of the Year.

Sheriff honored as Distinguished Citizen

Harley Woody can mark off sledding down the backside of Nunley Stadium from her laundry list 
of things to do. Although she didn’t have a traditional sled, Woody made good use of a laundry 
basket, while her friend, Christopher Winton, used a plastic storage container to sled.

Top photo: Hickory Creek kindergartner Celine Dann 
takes advantage of the snow to toss snowballs at her 
mother while they enjoy the afternoon outdoors in 
Westwood.

Right photo: Kryslyn Cantrell decides to "Let It Go" as 
she uses the snow as a perfect frozen backdrop for her 
princess outfit.

For snow pictures 
submitted by our 

readers, see page 6A

A wrecker pulls a pickup from a ditch Friday after-
noon on Black Street during the height of the snow.

The winter storm that 
deposited more than 2 
feet of snow in some parts 
of the Northeast left 
McMinnville with an offi-
cial total of 3.5 inches and 
some parts of the county 
with more than that.

“There were 8 and 9 
inches of accumulation in 
some areas of the county 
and we were having to 
move snow drifts as deep 
as 3 feet,” said Road 
Superintendent Levie 
Glenn, whose department 
worked around the clock 
throughout the weekend 
in what seemed, at times, 
to be an unwinnable bat-
tle against Mother Nature. 
“We would put down salt 
and come by with the 
plow and it’d just fall 
again right behind us and 
the temperature was mak-
ing it hard for the salt to 
work. It got down into 
single digits at one point 

during the weekend.”
Glenn said the road 

department used 150 tons 
of Morton’s salt to combat 
the ice, much of which 
was made worse by heavy 
rain that preceded the 
snow that started before 
noon Friday.

“Since we had the rain, 
the snow stuck to the road 
very quickly,” Glenn said. 
“We were using four salt 
trucks and five snow 
plows and it just kept 
coming right behind us.”

Glenn said sunshine 
Sunday, along with high-
er temperatures, helped 
turn the tide, although 
some roads like Upper 
Faulkner Springs Road 
remained closed even 
Sunday after several cars 
became stuck on the 
treacherous hill.

According to official 
accumulation totals 
recorded at McMinnville 
Water Plant, there were 
3.5 inches of snow that 
fell at the water plant in 
West Riverside. Plant 
manager Ricky Morton 
noted that accumulation 
totals were higher north 
of town and atop Harrison 
Ferry Mountain and the 
snow was preceded by 2 
inches of rain.

Sheriff Jackie Matheny, left, says a few words after being surprised by 
David Britton with the Chamber's Distinguished Citizen Award.
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