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The Real Estate
Experts!
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EXPERIENCE
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AUCTIONS & APPRAISALS
Robert Burns
931-808-8121

Chad Burns
931-808-8101

720 Merry Oak Road
McMinnville, TN 37110

B&B INSULATION

Free Inspection & Estimate
We accept all major credit cards

We are licensed, Insured & TVA approved.
We are a member of The Quality Contractor

Network & The Home Advisor Program.

www.RichardMcMahan.Crye-Leike.com

Richard
McMahan
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I welcome the 
opportunity to earn 

your trust.

Neighborhood Professionals

TAX FREE WEEKEND
July 29th - July 31st

Fri & Sat 9 - 10 • Sun 11 - 7 

931-473-1515

•	 Ascend	Credit	Union
•	 Bath	&	Body	Works
•	 Cali-Nail	Salon
•	 Sally	Beauty	Supply
•	 Shoe	Sensation
•	 Hibbett’s	Sporting	Goods
•	 J’s	Restaurant

•	 Goody’s
•	 Cato
•	 Dollar	Tree
•	 GNC
•	 JCPenney
•	 Kroger
•	 Roses
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A McMinnville college student has 
been awarded a scholarship from 
Farm Credit Mid-America as part of 
the organization’s commitment to 
developing the next generation of 
leaders in agriculture.

Austin Barry was awarded a $1,500 
scholarship based on academic 
record, leadership qualities, and 
community and school involvement. 
Barry attends Tennessee Tech and 
plans to graduate with a major in 
agribusiness and plant and soil sci-
ence.

“Ushering in the next generation of agriculture is an 
important part of Farm Credit’s mission to secure the 
future of our industry, and rewarding standout students 
is one way of recognizing the achievements of Tennessee 
youth,” said Mark Wilson, senior vice president financial 
services. “As future leaders of rural communities and 
farming, we are eager to support students who strive to 
achieve success in education and who have a passion for 
agriculture.” 

In total, Farm Credit Mid-America awarded 62 college 
scholarships across its four-state territory to its custom-
ers’ children and grandchildren who are pursuing 
degrees related to agriculture. 

EDUCATION NOTES

BARRY

Rotary Club River Cleanup attracts 375 volunteers

The McMinnville Breakfast 
Rotary Club spearheads a River 
Cleanup Project each year to 
preserve a natural resource and 
promote economic develop-
ment. This year’s effort held on 
July 16 attracted 375 volunteers 
who cleaned 40 miles of river 
and removed six tons of trash 
and 320 tires.

“The cleanup has grown from 
cleaning three miles of river, 
from Pepper Branch Park to 
Rocket Park, to 40 miles of river 
in Warren County’s 150 plus 
miles of waterways,” said Rachel 
Killebrew. 

After breakfast at Pepper 
Branch Park, teams dispersed to 
their designated cleanup areas 
throughout the county. Durham 
Bus Services and the Senior 
Center donated their buses and 
drivers for the day to pick up 
and deliver teams to various 
locations. 

Planning for just a large event 
takes months.

“Purchasing equipment need-
ed, such as flat bottom boats to 
be used as trash barges, gloves, 
trash bags, first aid kits, bandan-
as, digging tools, grabbers, pad-
dles, signs, food, water, etc.,” 
Killebrew said. “Seeking finan-
cial sponsors, in-kind sponsors, 
and partners, as well as assign-
ing team leaders. There were 17 

teams with leaders who had 
many responsibilities, such as 
planning their area of the river 
cleanup, ensuring their team 
stayed together, obtaining all of 
their equipment and helping 
with trash sites for dumping 
trash along the route for later 
pickup.”

Financial sponsors: Platinum 
Sponsors of $1000 were TVA, 
TWRA, WCUD, Walmart, and 
Bridgestone which is the official 
tire recycling partner; Gold 
Sponsors of $500 were Saint 
Thomas River Park Hospital, 
VFW which served lunch to all 
375 participants, McMinnville 
Electric System, and Jarden 
Consumer Solutions, which also 
provided a cleanup team; Silver 
Sponsors of $250 were Homeland 
Community Bank, Caney Fork 
Electric Cooperative and Ben 
Lomand Connect.

“We would like to thank the 
property owners who allowed 
trash to be placed on their prop-
erties along the route,” said 
Killebrew. “Without these sites, 
it would not be possible to clean 
the river because the boats get 
full of trash and have to be 
unloaded several times before 
they reach the end of the trip. 
The trash is then sorted after the 
cleanup with crews headed by 
Pam Pesevisc to save the items 
that can be recycled.” 

The goal this year was to get 
85 percent of the trash sorted 
and taken to be recycled with 

proceeds going to Kids of the 
Community. The remaining 
trash is then picked up on land 
by the city of McMinnville at all 
of the designated sites.

At the end of the day, every-
one met at the VFW where a full 
lunch of grilled hamburgers and 
hot dogs was prepared by VFW 
staff to feed the 375 hungry vol-
unteers.

Also located at the VFW were 
booths set up by various 
Tennessee Agencies that help 

with environmental volunteer 
efforts:

Jane Polansky, from the State 
of Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation, 
is the Scenic Rivers Administrator 
for the Tennessee State Parks.  
She provided a Tennessee Valley 
Water trails web site, www.
Tnvalleywatertrails.org, and 
materials to help volunteers 
learn about resources available.

Laura Williams, from the State 
of Tennessee Department of 

Transportation and Outreach 
Coordinator for the 
Environmental Division, set up 
a booth offering materials and 
assistance to expand the organi-
zation’s efforts in the future. 

A Ranger from Savage Gulf 
Preservation Area had a booth 
with a snake, which he took out 
of the cage and allowed some 
children to touch. 

A booth of creatures that 
inhabit Warren County’s rivers. 
It provided many materials and 
even an educational coloring 
book for children called “Kids 
on Patrol for Stormwater 
(KOPS).”

“Everyone enjoyed the booths 
and the representatives who 
came to help us and provide us 
with assistance for the future,” 
said Killebrew. 

After winning second place in 
the nation’s American Rivers 
River Cleanup Photo Contest 
last year, McMinnville Breakfast 
Rotary is planning to compete 
again this year.

“It was a very successful day 
and hopefully also fun for all of 
the participants and volun-
teers,” said Killebrew. “We hope 
that our visitors and local people 
will never put any trash in our 
rivers again. Please carry a bag 
with you when you go to the 
river and take home all of your 
trash. Then we can all float the 
river and just enjoy its beauty.”

This year marked the ninth 
annual river cleanup effort. 

by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)
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This year’s river cleanup effort attracted 375 volunteers 

who cleaned 40 miles of river in Warren County. Volunteers 
removed six tons of trash and 320 tires. Pictured is Michael 
Spanjer with his son, Benjamin, doing their part to protect 
the county’s natural resources.

It's time for the 5th annual Great 
BODIES! car show and swap meet to 
benefit Families in Crisis. Register now 
for the Aug. 13 event from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

“I don’t care if it’s a lawnmower that 
you want to show off, bring it and show 
it off,” said Blaine Wilcher. “This is for a 
good cause.”

Wilcher, as the county commission’s 
representative on the Families in Crisis 

Board, organizes the event every year as 
a fundraiser for the organization.   

Dr Pepper is the main sponsor and 
Walmart hosts the event in its back 
parking lot. More than 10 sponsors have 
come back each year to help raise money 
for a good cause. 

“Along with great food, awesome 80s 
music, door prizes and silent auction 
items, there will be swap meet booths 
and lots of hot rods,” said Wilcher. 

The entry fee is $25 for entries and 
swap meet booths. Awards this year will 
top out at 75. They include the top 50 
and classes. The first 75 entrants get a 

dash plaque and the first 25 also get a 
shop towel with the Great BODIES! 
logo. 

Since its beginning, the show has 
raised over $10,000 for the worthy cause. 
Last year’s special guest was the classic 
drag car, Tennessee Thunder. This year, 
past world champion, Davey Boyd will 
be in attendance. 

"We continue to grow each year,” said 
Wilcher. “We've been fortunate to see 
the same core group come back each 
year and bring more with them.”

For more information or to sign up, 
contact Wilcher at 743-2461. 

Register now for Great BODIES!
by LISA HOBBS
Reporter for the Southern Standard
(McMinnville, Tennessee)


